heoosing GCSE options should bea an
suciing stage in a teenager's Iife: a time
whan they gt o perhaps foo the first time
ke decisions st their future
With rmany schooli indisting that thes
pupils take two or three sciencei. a

St Margaret’s host
a mini Eisteddfod

lented  pupils

a5 Margaret's
School in Calne
where sble to enjoy
cheir moment inthe
spatlight  despite
Wiltshise's biggest
s ad diera
festival becerning
& casuaalty of Cavid
{5

Dewirws Eistedidfod nomally attracis
hundreds of chidren fram  schooks
soross the county. Hilary Gibbin, head of
performing ants decided they veould tage
ther e mird wersion of the evert and
woord the perfommances for pasents o
anjory o0 the schoods webnke,
« il stmangoeeh e o uk

Leehurst pupils

language and a humanity at GCSE, they are
often left with a cholce af only tvio ar three
siilspects which ane mot always guarantssd
with inflexible blocking of subjects.

That is wiry a1 Leehurst Swar, we hove
taken a fresh approach; masimising
choice and creating GCSE  pathways,
alengsde the compulsory core subjects
ol englEh larglings, Fllull";"l eraiure and
mathematics.

Research has shavn that rotivation and
well-being in young people are nelated to
whaether or not they have opporunities
1o b sutonomous and have 3 sy in the
alirertion s lives e taking shen maling
important academic choices

At Leehurit, we sre determined that young

New head joins
Bristol Steiner

School

I January,
Bristol  Steiner
School welcomed
Micala  Forder
o her post as
head  teacher
of the Redland
based school,

She is curmently
compleng A
masiers degres
in  leadership |
and management in education and i [
a trained practitioner in ‘attachment |
arhiare appsoaches that inform ch Bdnen’ [
develapment,

+ v ritodsiner o hoolong

There is more to debate at Downside

e Dowrmside Abingdon Sodety & the

clelest debating socety of any school in
the cowntry. It provides & forum for pupils
b s uds bopical and pertnent dsues atan
imteliectual leved, and is deal proparabon
for any asparing univeraty candidate

The sockety is curmently avalable
fer fourth o seth foem piapils,
howewer, this yeas, youRger
pupik have the chance 10 join
ther Junior Abingdon Society

The benefits of debating, not
anly in 1efims of puire soademics,
but also i young peoples
engagement with the weder weorld
are rumarous debating can help to
improse crical thinking skilk, boost
develop comples
cognitive  abilites. and Increase
imformation retention

self-ge

fidence,

xohoots Supplement Sorng 2081

Lupporing our pupils 1o have a voice and
truly lsiening to what they say is a key part
of life at Downside.

W beliewe that ol our pupis should
harve a platfoern from which to express
ihamashes and 1o stand up for what
they beleve in, Debating is just one
wiay of b this can happen

Abingdon and huror Abngdon

are twa of mome than 100
ca-curricular options ai Downside
which comglement the academi
eurticiiliiim.
The co-curitulum activities are
waried: from acodemic societies
and outreach to outdoor bearnéng,
performing arts and sport, meaning
that thede is samething fae everpone 1o
get involhved with.
- e ol co ik

can choose their subject

people should choose subjects in which
thay are smationally imested and, maost
impartantly, that inspiees them! Sudents can
seject seven, vam 17 optional GUSE sulgscrs
that are not limited by option blecks and
allow thern to choose any combination
Fom four sckences; Tour cmathws Eheee
langquages; three humanities alongside
additional chosces af bisiness studies
dedign & technology and PE

e believe that our bespoke, Tind your
waice’ approach to GCSE empowers pupils
o lake ownership of thelr education and
contml of their futuse, ncreasing their

charces of sicoess amd snabling thern 1o
e

Double click to zoom

The Pinewood
way...

B N ke

a child out
af  Pinewood
bt you canmot
take Pnewood
ouf of a child,
That has been
the  ganeral
condenius a8
chidren have
e 1o the challenge of the latest
lockdown, The pasieety, creativity and
sense of advenbure that encapsulates
the Pimewood spirit has been dear 10
sei an the children approached their
hiemie leasning

The Pinewosd virtual eaming
progremme was developed a1 speed in
spring last year and provided a thorough
and comprebensne programme  of
lparming for the children, ensuring that
they felt both supporied through the
|ochedown and confident that they wer
riot falling behird on their studies

The school has further enhanced
thi programme to include an awen
grestes progorton of live lessons and
the inchusion of many eara-ourrioular
activities.

Be it writing articles or creating video
features for the pupil-led rewiletber,
sxploring the countryside near
their home on Cross-Country runs of
improving their arl skills, the children
have been having a go at it

Headmaster, Meal Bailey is focused
on ensuring that the children do not
feed tled to & screen "The teachers havwe
worked hard 1o create & programime
thart witilst still delivering on academic
requirements, also tabes childen sy
firam thewr swcreers throughout the day®
= e pirwoos ool ro wk
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